
 
  

NEW ZEALAND DECLARES CLIMATE EMERGENCY: AN OPEN LETTER 
  
CarbonClick responds to the Climate Emergency declared for New Zealand.  
  
The leadership team of new technology company CarbonClick supports the move from the New 
Zealand Government to declare a climate emergency. At this time, CarbonClick would also like 
to call on other leaders in New Zealand and abroad, to join the climate action movement and 
commit to preventing climate change at all cost. CarbonClick has been active in the climate 
action movement since 2018 and we fully support the government’s move to declare a climate 
emergency. We're here to support individuals and businesses to take action, and we already 
have a number of tools that help take action. 
 
"We’ve always considered climate change to be a huge threat to our region, and it is something 
we must take immediate action on," Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said. One of CarbonClick’s 
tools allows individuals to take immediate action. With My CarbonClick, Kiwis (and anyone 
around the world) can take immediate climate action to calculate their personal carbon footprint, 
find tips on how to reduce it and subscribe to a carbon offsetting plan that supports projects 
drawing carbon down from the atmosphere today. These include donating to native New 
Zealand reforestation projects and clean energy plants with a small monthly payment. Users 
can also invite friends and family to a Climate Action Movement and offset their travel 
emissions.  
 
Climate change Minister James Shaw said "the only way to avoid the worst impacts of the 
climate crisis and build a zero carbon New Zealand that meets the needs of everyone, is to take 
action. Over the next three years the Government will develop policy to ensure the declaration is 
backed with action to bring emissions down". It is for this very reason that CarbonClick was 
created. "We can't offset our way out of the climate crisis" says Dave Rouse, CEO of 
CarbonClick. "But carbon offsetting is a powerful tool that is underused, it has real climate 
impact and is available now. With My CarbonClick and our underlying carbon offsetting platform, 
we're adding what's been missing from carbon offsetting - trust, transparency and simplicity."  
 
The New Zealand Climate Emergency declaration comes on the back of an earlier report by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) stating that to keep the rise in global 
temperatures below 1.5C this century, emissions of carbon dioxide would have to be cut by 45% 
by 2030. Other reports have projected that time is much shorter. "The average per capita 
carbon footprint in New Zealand is approximately double the global average so we have a 
significant challenge on our hands. While we develop new ways to reduce our footprint, 
supporting reforestation and renewable energy projects is a great way for all of us to start 
making a difference" said Paul Brady, Cofounder of CarbonClick.   
  
CarbonClick has created a Climate Emergency page with tips and information on their website 
carbonclick.com/climateemergency  
 

https://www.climateemergency.co.nz/

